Neuropathy in children and adolescents with diabetes mellitus.
Nerve conduction velocities were studied in the median, posterior tibial, radial and sural nerves of 50 juvenile diabetics, average age 13 +/- 1.3 years and mean duration of diabetes 2.3 +/- 1.4 years. Motor conduction velocity (MCV) in the median nerve was reduced in 10% of the subjects, and in the posterior tibial in 32%. Sensory conduction velocity (SCV) in the radial nerve was reduced in 30% of the subjects, and in the sural in 44%. No relationship was found between the reduction in conduction velocity and the duration of diabetes; nevertheless, a correlation was observed between this reduction and the degree of glycaemic control represented by the glycosylated haemoglobin concentration. The authors emphasize the importance of good glycaemic control for the prevention of diabetic neuropathy.